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Kansas City ﬁrm pursuing
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A rendering of the new apartment development proposed
for a riverfront site at the Waterfront in Homestead and
West Homestead. The 251-unit project is being pursued by
Kansas City-based EPC Real Estate Group working with
Waterfront ownership M&J Wilkow LTd. and BIG Shopping
Centers USA.
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Reporter, Pittsburgh Business Times
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A new apartment redevelopment project is in
the works for a riverfront site at the
Waterfront, marking the latest
redevelopment strategy in an increasingly
active period for the region's second largest
shopping center.
M&J Wilkow Ltd. and its joint venture owner
of the Waterfront, BIG Shopping Centers
USA, is working with Kansas City-based EPC
Real Estate Group to redevelop restaurant
parcels along the riverfront trail into a new
251-unit multifamily complex.
Marty Sweeney, senior vice president for
M&J Wilkow, said BIG has worked with EPC
Real Estate at its other retail properties in the
Southwest and saw them as a good fit for the
Waterfront.
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"They’re really a leader in apartment
communities in mixed use settings just like
this," said Sweeney, who said there was
interest from other apartment developers.
"Bringing in EPC was a natural because of
their prior success and track record."
The new apartment development is slated
for a site that includes the former
Fuddruckers restaurant and what is now a
currently operating Mitchell's Fish Market.
It's a stretch of riverfront land that extends
from West Homestead into Homestead.
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This week, the borough of Homestead is
considering a measure to consolidate the
different sites into one larger one in measure
expected to be voted on by the community's
council on Thursday, August 15.
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The project is expected to be five stories and
include a companion parking garage for more
than 300 cars.
Homestead Council President Lloyd
Cunningham said the proposal faces no need
for zoning change and viewed the project as
a positive addition.
“It brings more people into town, which is
good for the Waterfront and good for the
town,” he said. “Anything that brings more
people into town is good.”
Sweeney characterized the new apartment
development as a companion to the 235-unit
Waterfront Apartments, which are around 95
percent occupied. Those apartments are
along the eastern portion of the riverfront
development, which was built nearly 20
years ago with the rest of the original mixeduse project.
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Expect a different level of polish and
amenities at the new apartments, added
Sweeney. That includes a health club with a
pickleball court, plenty of resources for
cyclists living next to a stretch of the Great
Allegheny Passage as well as the potential for
a new kayak launch.
"It's going to fully engage the river," he said
of the new apartment project, adding, the
riverfront is "not well engaged at that part of
the property."
EPC Real Estate Group is a newcomer to the
region, building a variety of multifamily,
mixed-use and assisted living projects in
Kansas City, as well as expanding into
Wichita, Kansas as well as suburban Dallas
and Arizona.
Steven W. Coon, co-CEO of EPC Real Estate
Group, declined to comment until the plan
reaches final approval.
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The project is being developed in what will
be a partnership between EPC Real Estate
and the Waterfront's ownership.
The new apartment project is the second
major redevelopment initiative at the
Waterfront to become public in recent weeks
for a master plan development now nearly 20
years old.
On August 2, M&J Wilkow announced that it
had all but fully leased its vacant Macy's
store at the Waterfront to two office users
expected to bring nearly 500 employees to
the complex on a daily basis.
Sweeney said to expect other plans to come
at the Waterfront as his ownership works to
keep the development relevant in a business
environment in which retail development of
all kinds are facing pressure to reinvent
themselves.
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"To be able to do a modern brand new
apartment project right next to our town
center is going to be another level of
transformation," he said.
What happens to Mitchell's Fish Market is
still to be determined, as Homestead Council
President confirmed the apartment plan
presented is expected to replace the longtime restaurant at the development.
Pending its various approvals, the new
apartment development at the Waterfront is
expected to start construction next Spring
and to begin opening for residents in 2022.
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